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sacred tradition, but they are also and at the same time descendants of the biblical prophets,
of those inspired madmen who preached in the wilderness far renfou@adhe
AyaliAaadziazylt A1 SR[AO]SRySaa 2F (K

Lewis Coser
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Professordoseph Turowhe is supported by Profess8teven Jonesvho believes that "the
moment is right,” to treat thdnternet "the way we refer to television, radio and the
telephone."The ever increasing use of the internet has produced a new wilderness in which
individuals disseminate the ideas of their respective ideological groups to a wider audience,
and at considerably lower cost than other more traditional forms of media. Thepoes

of the Project for a New American CentuAmnesty Internationalthe Electronic Frontier

Foundationthe Ku Klux Klanhe Federation of American ScientisesxdGeneration

Terroristson the internet is testament to the ideologicdiversity currently available causing
many to point to cyberspace as the new market place for ideas. Within a Gramscian context
0K2aS NBaLRyaArotS F2NI GKS 02y i0Syid 2F 6So0aras
GAGKAY OAGAT & 2fdifiktiSe ol Of the yitRIEctudfK BhidBower toBe an
intellectual or gatekeeper of ideas, through which ideology can flow, is no longer restricted
to anelite few, the freedom of the internet provides an almost infinite number of channels
along which information can flow
5Nl ¢6Ay3 FNRBY DNIYaoOAQa gNARGAy3Ia 2y KAAG2N
hegemony to prevent a counteevolution, Internet usdor political purposes can be
broadly divided into two areas of alliance forming. Both attempt to create a wider base of
support, the first by drawing groups into an alliance in an attempt to achieve a common
goal, though the groups are not ideologicalbngruous. The second is to persuade groups
to associate with the ideology. Although the internet has been used extensively for the first
¢ indeed the organisation of the antvar marches of 2003 was reliant on the power of the

internet ¢ the second is wher greater emphasis needs to be placed and on which this essay

will focus
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are relevant to the internet, particularly the use of the medium for persuasion. He noted
GKFO ¢RMBKAVSRAYEF X (GKS a2dz2NOS 2F GKS LINPINF Y |
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factor to the speed of transmission of an ideological perspective. Not only can the internet
link individuals over vast distances but as McLuhan argues in relation to automation, it
GONRY3IEA Ay NBFf WYl aa LINERJaQIAY20Y SAQ) Qf2daa MGS 1S
Technology is not the limiting factor to contacting vast numbers of individuals
simultaneously, and it is this combination of speed and scope that gives these new
intellectuals such influence.

The role of the internet and this mebreed of intellectuals has been particularly
emphasised by the 9/11 attacks and the subsequent war on terror. John Stapleton, Patricia
YFENBSttra FyR al NIAYy [/ KdzZ 2@ KIF @S F NBdzSR GKI
NI RAOFIf LatIRADKSEOKSyaASGSalyYNE 60SAy3a dzaSR
GSNNBNRAG FddlrOl1aové 1 26SOSNE &adzaLISOGSR (SN
potential power of the internet. The US State Department has attempted to utilize the
power of cyberpace to create a more positive image of Ameritames Boys and Scott

Luca?2 6 & SNBSS G KI O ivébSiteisiah fibd td\sire¥s3he @krampassing

nature of American society, one open to followers of all faiths, where the only absolute is
GKS /2yadAaddzirazyde ¢KS GGSYLW G2 LINBaSyid Iy
part of a complex strategy to pguade peoples around the world that the United States is
not persecuting Muslims, and as such gain at least a passive acceptance of American
initiatives. The need for this persuasion was recognised by Gramsci and conceptualised as
0KS ySSR (NDO2WoAWR WA SYiIzQ 0KAEA ¢l a SYLKI
2T DNI YaOAQa gNAROGAY3AT
G a20AlLf 2NRSNE y2 YIGGSNI K2¢ SELX 2AG1 GA
conspiracy of wicked rulers. Rulers who can make a society work, who can
make millions opeople do their bidding and make them do it without the
flLaAaKs INBE O LISGSY(d NHzZE SNE v¢
¢tKS dzaS 2F (GKS AYyOGSNySi Aa 2cdzawagysS LI NI 27
I Y S NB] buk tiese attempts are not only challenged by the informative web sites
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of alternative persuasion but also by satirical sites that criticise andature the
initiatives and those who proposed them, an area to which the administration find it
difficult to respond.

The internet provides a unique environment for the ideological clashes that have
occurred since the 11th September attacks. As cyimes is a virtually unregulated
environment in which national boarders are rarely a limiting factor, the hegemonic group is
unable to use the organs of the State for coercion. The result is an environment in which
persuasion is the only tool available togps, regardless of their position in society.
Furthermore, given the relative ease with which a website can be created, and lack of
extensive financial outlay required, the traditional advantage held by the US government of
vast economic resources andctenical power is significantly reduced, if not removed. The
US government must compete on a virtually level playing field with groups of alternative
persuasion, the appeal of the competing ideologies being coloured by the political affiliation
of the reade. Some individuals may consider a government more credible than an
independent group, while others will regard the government website with suspicion.
Furthermore, any credibility afforded by the reader to the US government is constantly
challenged or eroéd by the satirical jibes from aABush or antwar websites. As such not
only is the American government in a position of weakness, to which it is unaccustomed, but

the Bush administration has little come back to being attacked through the use ofaatiric

humour.
G¢KS FANRG GFal GKIFIG DNIYYaOA AYyRAOIF(GSace
IANRdzLJA aAa | olaAalolrtfte WONRGAOITQ 2ySY (2

FyYR (2 G NBySatFexsined'sudh @Xxshbacklash.comerform this critical function

as they caricature members of the Bush Administration and ridicule their initiativéis, bo

the war in Iraq and the war on terror, in an attempt to persuade members of a global

society that the traditional behaviour of the hegemonic group does not have a positive

effect. Though it is doubtful whether this is a serious attempt to actually foansthe
FRYAYAAGONI GA2YQa O0SKIF@A2dz2NE Y2NB fA1Ste Al
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credibility, these efforts are supported by sites suciThe Onions K2 Q& Ayy 2@l G A DS

satiricalinterpretations add to the negative image of the current hegemonic group within

the US
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The use of the internet for relaxation and leisure, not just ideological debate, adds a
further dimension to the struggle for influence. The US government sites amedatl to be
informative and as such are presented in a serious manner, with the exception of areas
intended for children such as the White House kids hoste8gmtty, the President's English
Springer Saniel, and Ofelia, the longhorn cow. Although kids sites are intended to be fun
there is a subtle but clear attempt to encourage children from an early age to take an
interest in the US political system. Following on from the example of White House isids it
clear that web sites that are intended to be humorous are more likely to attract individuals
surfing the net for relaxation, both inside and outside America, while still maintaining a
political statement. The limited attraction of political or newsated sites is emphasised by
the Lycos top 50which provides an indicator to the most requested items on the
net.[7] In 2001the top three requested items were all related to leisure activities;
Dragonball, Britney Spears and Napster. However, the top 10 also included Osama bin Lad
(#5) World Trade Center (#8) and Nostradamus (#9). While it could be argued that as the
sample riod ended on 25 November the full effect of these searches had not been
realised, of these threes political examples the longest lasting entry in the Lycos weekly top
10 was World Trade Center (24 weeks), outlasting Osama bin Laden by a week.
Furthermore these items dropped significantly in tB802 rankingvith Osama bin Laden
falling to #60 (a 72% drop in the number or requests), with World Trade Center and
11" September being at #30 and #33 respeeljv Importantly the only Government specific
search to appear in the annual top 50 was the IRS (#6), probably due in part to the filing of
on-line tax returns

Although it is impossible to ascertain what motivated the individuals to search for
certain itams the rise and fall in requests for Nostradamus is an illuminating exaftjple.
the week following 1%{ S1Ji SY6 SNJ 4 b2 8GN} RI Ydzda NBOSAGSR
than any other searchterd @S NJ G KS LJ & i (imolBwingyhiR surge K I £ F

Nostrodamus posted at #9 for 2001 on the Lycos annual rankings but fell sharply to #309 in
2002. The reason that so many people to connected Nostradamus with September 11,
according tcAllen Wastle, managing editor and roving columnist for CNNfn.com, avas
number of hoax amails, claiming to quote particular sections of his work. Here's a typical
madedzl) PSNEBESYE
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In the Ciy of God there will be a great thunder,
Two brothers torn apart by Chaos,
While the fortress endures,

The great leader will succumb,

The third big war will begin when the big city is burriiBig.

By September 1Rioaxbusterdad posted an article refuting these claims, which was

quickly followed by a more detailegitcount by David Emeriput neither could stem the

surge of interest in Nostradamus. This event demonstrates not just the potential power of
the internet to persuade people that something is true, however unlikely, but the
importance of email within this process. Although thenay have been some Spam mailing
of these hoaxes, much of it was spread by personal messages and multiple forwarding. This
use of personal contacts adds a further dimension to the struggle between competing
ideological positions and the strength of the nevellectuals

Many individuals send text and images reflecting different ideological and cultural
perspectives, many of which will have originated from websites and enter circulation on
email when someone visits the site and decides to send the imagédrtend. This process
dramatically increases the power of sites that would normally have a lower number of hits.
Mass distribution only requires a few people to see the image and distribute it via email for
it to reach numerous individuals who would naive thought to visit the original site. This
SYR23Sy2dza RA&ZASYAYI A2y 2F YFGSNAIE LINBaSyi
influence is virtually eliminated. This is a pure form of ideological conflict where individuals
are free to retransmit or rect any image or ideology reflected in the email at their
discretion. On occasions that the State may wish, it is virtually powerless to prevent this
dissemination, and individuals decide what to do with the message on the basis of their own
preference, vithout the fear of coercion forcing them either to transmit or destroy its
content. Furthermore, most images once removed from the original website no longer carry
Fye 2@0SNI ARSYUGAFAOFIGAZ2Y GKIFG ¢2dz R ;€26 |
the only individual the recipient is likely to associate with the content is the person who sent

it to them, usually a friend or colleague. It is this contact, along with any message attached
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by the sender that gives the image an element of context,eathan its original site and
GKS LRtAGAOIE &adlFryOS 2F (KS K2add 90Sy AT (K
in many cases this will mean nothing to the recipient as themsaes are not from a limited

number of well known brands but a pledra of individualsThis is an example of one such

mark B TM
i

TWS is the mark gthe Worried Shrimip & ! LJ dzO1 & @ANIXdzr £t Fte& A

quick glance at the website will not provide much additional information as it is in fact an
angling site. Howeveafter some searching the Worried Shrimp does haieléical toons,

reviews and links pagehich gives a clear indication of the aftish persuasion evident in

many of the images. However,ighis much further than most individuals are likely to go
having received an email with this image
Most viewers are likely to draw the arBiush sentiment from it, form an opinion
about the image then either forward it or delete it. They are unlikelytterapt to ascertain
0KS FdziK2NR&a ARSyGAGe YR GKS ONBRAOAfAGE 27
interaction may seem inconsequential, advertising companies for years have been exploiting
the tendency of individuals to form opinions basadimage and the repetition of an idea.

In fact,adverts now banneéfrom appearing on television under the new asthoking

legislation are now being distributed via this very systeéks.such images sent by email can
form a vitalpart of the struggle for public opinion within the online community.

Through a focus on messages received since SeptemBeét isIclear that the State
has to rely on private individuals for support of their policies and that they are unable to
controf G KS&S WAYy(iStfSOldzataQ sK2 GNXyavYAld GKS
currently dominated by amtivar and antiBush sentiment there have been circumstances
when the sentiments of the artists have been congruous with those of the US Government.
This was rapidly forthcoming in the days after 9/11 and acted as a counterbalance to the
flood of anttAmerican images that gained prominence at a similar time. However, as the
war on terror has diversified and September 2001 has become more distamtgronages
have been swamped by a multitude of afnerican, Antwar images that are
complemented by a rising tide of attacks on George Bush Jr. as an individual and his

credibility as President of the United States.
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In the initial aftermath of
(| ENHANg N | |
- Y 11" September, images circulated

that mocked the US, not only

= U'S AIRWAYS O
) ) . Ir‘_(,/‘ —l

celebrating the attacks but
reflecting a deeper mistrust of
American capitalism. The simple
i process of pasting an image of the
aO52yIlfRQa D2f RSy I NOKSa 2y (2 WoKdSTratkl RA2 YI &
/I SYiSNI Fftft2¢a GKS AYF3AS 2F | aFfte Ayeée NBadalrd
FAdZNOHKSNIJ YR YIFI1Sa (GKS 3f20ltAaAayd AyFtdzsSyoOoS

been seen to play an integral part, the target for the akta
itself assigning motive and claiming justification for the
attack. Equally, the guiding of the plane into the Twin Tow ,
AY AY [FRSYYFY L+ a/KF2a Ay BRémm 2N]¢ ARSY

sequels and syndication of American cinema associated by

e =Ty

many as a form of U&pitalist domination of many
geographic areas with the acts of September 11. Moreover|g
the use of superman implies that this was a heroic act,

building on the repetition of superhero stories that have

iy

appeared in American comics since the 19[30s.
Superman is regularly portrayed as a superhero battling injustice; however, he is
restricted to a limited image of injustice or in the simplified world of then@ book evil.
' YOSNIL2 902 | NHdMzSa G(GKFGX aAy (GKS &ALIKSNBE 27F K
is incarnate in a species which adheres to the underworld, that of organised crime. He is
busy by preference, not a against blackmarket drugs, oloviously against corrupt
administrators or politicians, but against bank and mail truck robbers. In other words the
2yte @GAarAofS FT2N¥ (KIFIG SOAT [ disisana |y |0
oversimplification, as the original Superman comic strips featured corrupt politicians,
Superman does have a tendency to protect the interests of conservative Americans and
condones the idea oAmerican vales as the universally accepted standardjobd.

Conversely, Blhandenman represents the interests those who wish to see a shift in the
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equilibrium of planetary politics, while still operating within the traditional boundaries of

the Superman charactet, 3 A Y G SNILINBGSR o6& DSNBAK2Y [S3IYSyod
GSFOKAY3a 20SRASYOS (2 fl1 63> {dzZLISNXIyYy 3t 2NRARFAS
into hisownhandsb®d®® & dzLISNXY Iy dddd Aa NBIFffe& LISRRfAY
wke RAaGAYy3AdzAaakKlofS FNRY {K Wiile asBobDixonft SNJ | Yy R
I NBdzSaz G2 |3da20A10S {dzZLISNX Iy ¢ of deigreeQatherOA &Y A
GKIFy 2F 1{AYR YR GKIFIG Ad0Qa 2yfeée (JRBinAYINBRAS
Ladenman exploits the idea of individual action totleathe injustices as they are perceived

by some opponents of America. This image is given further power as it plays on the idea of a

dual identity to accentuate a heightened sense

C— N
S Two Boeings, of fear. Just as Lois Lane dismissed Clarke Kent
W $30.000.000 _ _

- = : in her search for supermaso Americans are

warned that terrorists, othe next Bin
Ladenman, may already be walking amongst

them.

The use of American icons to emphasise
that there were people around the world that

Palestinian children smiling, R 2 )f 2 l:l akKl N\B l:l K S W dZ)f A @ S NE |
PRICELESS

was continued through other means. The
reworking of the MasterCard advert focused
FGaGSyadAazy 2y0S F3AFAYy 2y 1Y

For Eve system while showing the delight that could be

Some things, money can't buy

There's

created through an inversion of the traditional

advertising slogan. This suggests that it

was not the money that could create th
smiling faces, nor was it the things these'
vast sums could acquire, it wHse
destruction of the very things that had
required such financial outlay that
caused the celebration. Even the debate

over the credibility of the news footage shown at the time could not detract from the
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. L . . . Dear Mr. Bin Laden,
sentiment of this imagethe artist was revelling in ;
Now that.you have
the suffering and destruction that had taken place. taken the time to get
to know Boeing’s fine
line of Commercial

It was not, however, only the arfimerican aircraft;

images that portrayed often offensive and W wemulel v vo e

you acquainted with
Boeing’s other fine

provocative sentiment. Many artists called fora  products.

. . Sincerely g
revenge attack, some targegrterrorlsts, some the nenioa -—\\‘\

rnr:c%an; Activities h\.lerfﬂ News Center  Services My Weather Tallban as the admlnlstratlon QUICk|y made the “nk
e o chy o L e [ to Afghanistan, while others were broader with their

comert condtons___ @@ o et 9@ jdentification of the enemy. Whether it was Boeing

Kabul, Afghanistan Kahul, Afghanistan

striking back at Bin Laden or a more general

LE o E o W a0 identification of Americans bonihg terrorists,

72“? Feels Uke: A Nice Day 300007 Feels Uke: ::: ::.‘un!t:naf i i

WV index: 2 Wil v ndes: it oo s Kabul, or Afghanistan the message was simple;
Wind: From the East at 6 mph Wind: mpl

Dew Point: 63 °F Dew: Point: o .

Visiouy:  Unterited Vi hora Americans were

Barometer: 30.06 inches and steady Barometer: Crushing simosphenc pressure

ailed Lozal Mour by Kus froased  Osteled Losal MessbyMow  Audieaad

g v ey e | Sets Cfmud D estomcas gO|ng to avenge the -
FGaroOle ¢KS 02y OSLIi GKIF G
YR St SOGSR G2 NBOSAGSE: gl

phrase so associated with the startari American Football
match identifies the attack as the first act in what would
be, from then on, an all American affair. As the US arme
forces closed in on
Afghanistan and

their new allies the

Northern Alliance began to role back the Taliban
images begato circulate that sought to emphasise
American superiority both militarily and

ideologically.

Some artists sought to ridicule the Taliban
NEIAYSZT LI NI AOdzZ I Nt @8 G KSA NJetebalahcédzir Ghe im@ge 62 YSy
in particular that questioned American intellect, the oversimplification the Foreign policy to

I agAGK dza 2NJ 3 Ayald dzaée FGaGAGdZRSE FyR GKSA
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However, not all images based on current events were so obvioushAargrican or anti
bin Laden / Taliban, a distinction that became increasingly blurred.

The Osama bin Laden University prospectus that circulatedmail (see prospectus), not

only mocks those who follow bin Laden but also incorporates into the joke the terror attacks

that had been successfully executed against US targets. Whether the piece is seen as

politically motivated depends on the politigag¢rsuasion of the individual and can only

really serve to support that individuals | Achieving Nuclear-Family Capability

The Massads of Chicago are just one of many Muslim nuclear families

point of view due to the ambiguity. g MU S Lo

The image of a Muslim nuclear

family is equally ambiguous in its nature

L)amulahd L Ashraf J L%

be made that this is just humour for its own sake, and therefore plays on both attitudes to

allowing individuals to read it as amti-

Muslim or anttAmerican piece.

However, a strong argument could also

engage a wider audience. In these pieces the artist is acting less as the intellectual

trk yAYAOGGAY3I ARSF&a (2 a20AS0G@& yR Y2NB | &
political persuasions are reflected. Within the
ideological struggle these may not appear

immediately to have a place, but they serve as further

to reinforce that point against the challenges of the

many alternatives.

The likelihood of war with Irag has caused the

11

Y
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production and dissemination of many cartoons and o WNEW, YORKPOS.

photographic imageslhis prewar statement was Seen DY s =

significantly more people, wheihwas transmitted by “ N MEETS

email, than just those travelling on the road that daye
ASYUAYSYld FSSRa AydBQIKSH

that prompted the labelling oflissenting countries the
WIEAE 2F 6SIasStaQo
Both images were circulated with the intent of [ —
making dssnters feel ill at ease with their convictions. In N
this case the US government has been able to gain support from private individuals who
have transmitted the ideology of the hegemonic group within America to numerous
individuals throughout the world via the internet. However, individuals
transmitting antiwar and antiBush ideology have been vastly more
~~ successful in producing and circulating considerable quantities of
material, attacking the President along personal, and ideological, lines.
Anti-war demonstrations

provided an opportunity for political

slogans to be seen by a vast

* audience. However, to ensure that

the audience was as wide as possible many were

subsequently placed on the internet, or circulated via ensdilthree images play on the

t NEBAARSY(1Qa yIYS FAYAY3 (2 dzy RSNXYAYS KAad ONXEB
alternative ideology, although by challenging the

President they open potential space for an

alternative. The ridicule has not been limited ts h

name,his appearance, and intelligence has also

been questioned in an attempt to further

undermine his position.

The spacereated by these images is filled by

artists such as Clay Bennet. Eli®cklist for invasiowas circulated via email as well as

being available on his websit€éhe Propaganda Remix Project attempted to further

12
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emphasise what they felt was the warmongering nature of
George Bush with theposterdepicting a number of countries
that he couldpotentially want to threaten under the umbrella
of the Axis of evil.

Despite being united in their opposition to war and
George Bush there are clear divides amongstahi-war /

ant-. dza K Y2 @0SYSylio ¢KA&A Aa Ay fAYyS

that groups with different ideology may unite to form an

B-2 Stealth
Bomber...

alliance against the hegemonic block.

One group argues that moves by *"“N-El ¥
President Bush toward war are driven by oil interests.

Hazzamonreturns, as many have, to the theme of the
Mastercard advert, while others have preferred to use a massive cinema success to push the

link to thedesire for OilLord of the Rings also features in images produced by a group who

believe that war is hubris on the part of George Bush.
3 !

¢tKSe 4SS KAY La al glyidGz2y
G NXY2ANI LIKEZE GKS 22NNASR { KU
t NBAaARSY(d A& dal LizZLISG 2F (K¢
AYRdzaGNEBé odzi R2Sa y2i SEOf dzf

motive[13] This eclectic sentiment is rarely expressed

in one image as artists attempt to maintain a simple

of argument. This is particularly pertinent as the photograph

from which this is an adaption appears was flipped from the

original before release to the press. According to Ann Compt WEMUST HMT{Bu%%
| PREC

of ABC this was done to improve the styling of the photograp
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http://politicalhumor.about.com/library/images/bliraqkorea.htm?terms=Korea
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which was later used as part of tigepublican fund raisincampaign, a cause of much

consternation within some sections of the media.

CKS g2NNASR AKNRARYLIQa |t GaGSNYI GdA@BlowdAr Sg 2 F
Air Force Onés also an adaptatioof a photograph released to the press. Tiginalwas
taken of the President surveying the devastation caused by the forest fires in Arizona in June
2002. The Worried Shrimp, a veteran of the Vietham conflict, driven by the conviction that
t NBAARSY (O .dzaK aKIFayQd 324 + Ot dzS o62dzi 41 NX
Sraixte I 00SaaraoftsS | NHdzyYSyid GKIG BOS @gdz0¢ K NRIHzA
GKA& OFNI22y (GKS 22NNASR { KNAYLI aGNASR (2 ON
2dzNEX¢ o0dzi LISNKF LA GKSNB Aa | Y2NB adzonitS Ay
together[14] Theflipped photograplaken on September 11 was intended to show
t NBAARSY (G . dzAK ad OFNAY3I F2N KAthe AfizbnaA 2y >~ G KS

photograph could, although perhaps unintentionally, be read as showing the flip side of this

caring image. Whichever reading is apparent to the recipient, it is clear that the images are
derogatory and aimed at discrediting the President,gukcies, or both.

{2YS FdaGSyLwLlWia d2 FadlroOl !'{ D2@SNYyYSyid LkRf
appears credible in an attempt to alter opinion. However, this information is neither always
accurate nor distributed by the organisation the author purpdaasepresent.This
presentation claims to be "Part of the material for the course: Models and Natural
wSaz2dz2NODSa al yFr3aSYSyidb wménlinaskdEwwvw.EnteigedéyyA OF |y
GKS 6So0aAiidsS 2F 9YSNHSyOes +ty LiOFtAFY 2NBIYAA
2y GOGNBFGYSYld YR NBKFIoAtAGIGAZ2Y 2F @AOGAYA 2

persuasve argument that could influence the opinion of some individuals, given that many

people will not follow the link they will believe that the information is credible, particularly

as it purports to form part of a University course. As such, presentaticm$his represent

another weapon, although without the benefit of humour to attract those surfing the net

for leisure, in the struggle for influence, despite Emergency denying authorship on the

English version of their websit&Emergency in a statemengleased at the time the email

gl a FTANRG OANDdzZ F SR daidNBaa (GKIG &adzOK | LILINE
G2 ALINBIR YAAAYTF2NXNIGA2YEé YR SyO2dzNy 3S yeéz2

attachment to an email not to distribute it fthrer. This example reflects the more broad
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http://www.cnn.com/2002/ALLPOLITICS/05/16/column.billpress/
http://www.mind.net/basile/DeficitDubya43.html
http://www.mind.net/basile/DeficitDubya43.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2002/06/images/20020625-4_d062502-515h.html
http://www.49thparallel.bham.ac.uk/back/issue12/fisher.htm#_ftn14
http://www.whitehouse.gov/president/september11/01.html
http://www.49thparallel.bham.ac.uk/back/issue12/Gainsofawar%20(1).ppt
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issue of credibility and authenticity on the internet. Jakob Nielsehliefsen Norman

Group in emphasising the benefits of weébl 8 SR ySga O20&bweBS> y20GSR

excels at providing summaries, overviews, and keyfactRdzS (2 a0 KS O2yaidNT

AYLIZASR 0@ R2gyft 2F R ( ATYiécear InglcRtiorisvthal iniefa&ighlii & dzNJF

with a source orthe internet is, for many, brief and as such the any ideological stance must
be transmitted quickly. The transmission of argument and opinion could therefore, rely less
on the credibility of the initial source and more on the resonance of that argumehttivé
individual recipient, as many will not take the time to confirm the authenticity of the source.
The desire for credible information causes many to stick to sites, or organisations, with
which they are familiar, for examp{eNN the BBC or for those wanting a less government

dominated news service; thedependent Media CenteEach has their own political siee

which allows individuals to become accustomed to the content. However, politically
motivated material distributed by email does not allow the recipient to maintain this tight
focus and presents a clear challenge to official interpretations of gloleatevThe
hegemonic group can no longer use the power of the State in an attempt to ensure that the
official interpretations of events are those that are disseminated to the population,
including groups that would normally only seek coverage from the nmegois
organisations.

Many individuals, including The Worried Shrimp, working either alone or in small
collaborations that transmit the ideology of an amtar or anttBush movement appear to
have gained supremacy on the internet over the{wsh intelletuals in terms of the

guantity their production and general circulation, particularly in the realm of political
- L - .. v

humour and satire. However, there is as yet no
evidence that this struggle waged on the internet
has become the pivotal decision making medium
~ within our society. What is certain is that the
struggle is not being waged only in predominantly
English speaking countries

For example the Dutch are engaged in their
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/2914511.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/2914511.stm
http://www.cnn.com/
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material ridiculing George Bush and Tony Blair aired on SVT, the Swedish Television

Network, is now available to all viad internet, and circulating on email within Britain

A debate exists over the first war on Television, Ted Smith has argued that the Gulf
g1 N 6K& &2 NI RQZ ¢ CNewd@niN. Minowl INISNIS NBE (0 Kisst LIK N> &S
madefor-TVwak ¢ LR AYUGAYy3 G2 GKS O2@SNI3IAS 2F GKS A
gets to lay claim to the title, the ideological batttegnd may have already moved on.
WhileWired magazin&K I & £ NBF Ré& Of F AYSR (KIFd UGKS &aidNyz
F2NXYSN)  dzAz2atl GAl A& lrkeReochdiddildsh to Peld@Mitdt&li 6 NE

5

by the internet is still to come. The political cartoon artists have taken the first steps in this
cultural space, engaging websites, weblogs and the power of email in their ideologically
driven struggle. However, thaternet is still for many people an undiscovered medium, and
for those familiar with its use still not a dominant force of ideological persuasion. Until the
internet can gain credibility as a medium for serious ideological conflict, the newspapers,
radio and television will remain the media of choice for the vast majority of the population.
The internet can provide the space where the persuasiveness of a position may
become the sole factor in an ideological struggle, as the coercive powers of the State ar
severely inhibited and the need for vast financial resources to buy air time, or other forms of
publicity, is removed. However, the existence of free ideological conflict, if it is indeed
possible, is still in the future. Even if the internet becomesdbminant media for
persuasion, and remains uncontrolled by the powers of the State, individuals will still live in
the real world. Unless there are radical and at the moment seemingly unlikely changes to
the way we live, if their political decisions arade through arguments presented in
cyberspace they will still relate to initiatives based in reality, allowing for a continuation of
the balance of persuasion and coercion, as observed by Gramsci. It will just be that the

persuasion is coming from a newogp of Intellectuals.
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